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Working plan for lectures: 
 

Lecture 1 — Key concepts, Phonological and Morphological variables 

Lecture 2 — Discourse-pragmatic variables, be like 

Lecture 3 — The intensifier system, so 

Lecture 4 — Morpho-semantic variables, have to, Summary 

Each lecture will be structured along the following lines: 
 

• Variation 
• What’s the variation doing? 

o Historical Perspective 
o Synchronic Perspective 

• Overall distribution 
• Type of change 

o Stability? 
o Change? If so, what type? 
o Who leads? 

• What are the sociolinguistic patterns?  
o Sex and age and …  

• What is the developmental trajectory? 
o Peak in apparent time — quotative be like, intensifier so 
o Monotonic change — deontic have to 

• What are the linguistic patterns 
o Constraints, underlying mechanism, grammaticalization 
o Hypothesis testing 

• Multivariate analysis, findings and observations 
• Add-ons 
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